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Motivation for a Charmed Life

“What is peculiar in the life of a man consists not in his obedience, but his opposition, to his instincts. In one direction or another he strives to live a supernatural life” (Thoreau Par3). Many can speculate that people look to the supernatural for answers about the world; whether it is within a fortune-telling session or just an omen of bad luck. It could be for various reasons as in fear of the future, or just simply having no belief in faith. Much of it has been proven to be false, even still many people live life according to those guidelines dictated by the proposed supernatural. In a time when many answers were untold, such as it was in the medieval era, the supernatural was a living, breathing entity that many, even kings, believed in. For this purpose William Shakespeare used this aspect of the supernatural in his tragedy Macbeth. It is a play about a thane of Scotland, Macbeth, who receives a prophecy from three witches who state he is to be named two more titles, Thane of Cawdor and King Scotland. From this point, the prophecy comes true through actions of both Macbeth and his Lady. He becomes a tyrannical leader, which causes many of his people to rebel leading to a civil war. As in all of Shakespeare’s tragedies, it ends with the protagonist’s death. Shakespeare’s use of supernatural is the development of the plot in Macbeth by motivating Macbeth’s actions in Duncan’s murder, Banquo’s murder and finally his fearless push in his final fight.

In the plot to kill Duncan, it mainly derives from the original prophecy from the witches. The witches’ prophecy before Banquo and Macbeth was given: 

The first witch exclaimed, “All hail, Macbeth!  All hail to thee, Thane of Glamis!” 

Second witch fiercely adds on, “All hail, Macbeth! All hail to thee, Thane of Cawdor!” 

Lastly the third witch wails, “All hail to thee, that shalt be king hereafter!” (Shakespeare 1.3.51-53) The strength of this prophecy is the leading force for Macbeth. Even still at first both Banquo and Macbeth deny that the prophecy will come true, but when Ross comes to give message that Macbeth is now Thane of Cawdor, it induces him to make actions to kill King Duncan. The strength of his connection to the supernatural is the only reason why he even believes that it is possible for him to be king someday; otherwise the actions he takes may have never happened. Macbeth thinks to himself in his soliloquy about the supernatural affecting him and his new desire to be king through thought of murder: “This supernatural soliciting / Cannot be ill, cannot be good. If ill, / Why hath it given me earnest success… . / My thought, whose murder yet is but fantastical, / Shakes so my single state of man / That function is smothered in surmise, / And nothing but what is not” (1.3.143-155).  Macbeth’s mindset now is that he is aware he is giving himself over to the thought of the supernatural being reality. Once again, it is the motivation Macbeth finds to think about the death of the great King. He even realizes that this thought is “fantastical” being not yet believable because it can only be possible if does it. Macbeth is an honest courageous man who has been fighting for his country so it is hard for him to cope with the thought of committing this act of treason.

Although it is clear the supernatural is present some believe the actions of Lady Macbeth acts as the main motivator to Macbeth. She is always questioning his manly attributes, which leads him to stop hesitating on his actions to fulfill the prophecy. In this pressured scene of choices, Lady Macbeth questions her husband’s manly stature: “When you durst do it, then you were a man; / And to be more than what you were, you would / Be so much more the man. Nor time nor place / Did then adhere, and yet you would make both” (1.7.56-59).  She insistently presents a threat to Macbeth’s masculinity to try and motivate him to take his newfound destiny. However it is true that Lady Macbeth helps motivate Macbeth to make certain actions the supernatural is still the main factor. In the case of Macbeth decision to have Banquo killed, he refuses to include Lady Macbeth in his planning. In his conviction to have Banquo murdered, he conceals it from Lady Macbeth: “Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck, / Till thou applaud the deed. –Come, seeling night, / Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day / And with thy bloody and invisible hand / Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond / Which keeps me pale” (3.3.51-56). The prophecy the witches made to Banquo about his children is what makes Macbeth feel threatened and so like in all other cases he removes the problem. The quote also proves Lady Macbeth was not the main motivator for Macbeth since she had no part in the actions of Banquo’s murder. The supernatural is a main role in this movement of the plot for it is the cause of the entire action Macbeth takes to have Banquo murdered.

The final prophecy by the three witches is the source of strength Macbeth’s confidence is coming to the end of his life and struggles. The apparitions coming from the witches brew send forth wild images to Macbeth of what he should be weary of, they are as follow: Beware Macduff; No man of women born can harm Macbeth; Macbeth will be unhurt till Birnam Wood comes to Dunsinane. In Macbeth’s mind these are merely close to impossible in being able to happen, he shows his confidence following the third apparition’s warning: “That will never be. / Who can impress the forest, bid the tree / Unfix his earthbound root? Sweet bodements, good!” (4.1.108-110) He is strongly gaining confidence that this civil war that is supposedly coming will not affect him being that the warnings given are merely close to impossible. The supernatural extent of these prophecies is the only reason Macbeth is so sure of himself. He is motivated to continue his strong hold and doesn’t try to make any strategic plans of defense against the approaching Macduff and Malcolm, because of these warnings. Even within the final scenes of the play Macbeth exerts a confidence that he shall not be slain even by Macduff, who he currently is fighting with: 

Macbeth beams, “Let fall thy blade on vulnerable crests; I bear a charmed life, which must not yield to one of woman born”

Macduff retorts, “Despair thy charm, and let the angel whom thou still hast served tell thee Macduff was from his mother’s womb untimely ripped” (5.8.14-20). At this point, Macbeth should see the absolute trust he has placed in the supernatural to determine the outcome of his life. The final stand he makes is a mistake because all though the prophecies show the truth, they tend to leave out major aspects of what is reality, like how Macduff was produced through c-section and so he is capable to kill Macbeth. Macbeth clearly believes the supernatural is his life by stating he has a charmed life. His final actions directly reflect the advice from the witches showing how they motivated his actions throughout this plot. 

The supernatural is the leading culprit for being the motivation for Macbeth’s actions in the plot development.  The decisions he makes clearly are inspired from the prophecies he gets from the witches, which are twisted to create a disaster. Macbeth merely acts without thought following these prophecies, because he likes what they tell him is to come. His life is dominated by the need to fulfill the supernatural ideas presented to him, sometimes making him do things he would not originally have done as a loyal character. In many instances people wish to fulfill their fate or predetermined destination, the problem that occurs, as it does within Macbeth, is that people change their paths to try and make sure their actions foretell to what they believe their future holds. Too many lives are dominated by this need to become what they want instead of what they should be. The supernatural can help or hinder the advancement of one’s life depending on how someone reacts to the advice they are given. The act of foretelling the future does not always have to be in the supernatural form. One can receive advice from a friend or mentor that can lead to actions the person makes. The actions should be thought out and planned according to one’s self not to merely follow the structure given to them either by supernatural force or plain advice.  The act of following advice from the supernatural is like a teeter-tater; it can go either way, up or down.

